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YMCA President Calls for End of Colonialism in Africa 


(New York) - The world president of the Young ilen's Christian Association has 
Galled for an end-to all colonial control of African territories so that "the 
senseless flow of blood can be checked". 


Speaking at a press conference in New York, lir, Charles Dunbar Sherman, 
World YMCA president and secretary of the treasury in Liberia, said that "in 
Africa, each colonial power must now declare a date when independence will be 
granted to the peoples under its control.... This bold step can then be followed 
by a schedule which would make the preparation and transition smoother and less 
difficult. In this way peoples of the countries involved can bend their efforts 
toward reconstruction and development without rancour and hatred." 


Mr. Sherman said he realized that immediate independence itself will not 
assure peace and progress. "Indeed," he said, "the newly independent states 
could conceivably add to rather than decrease world tension. Therefore, ‘arti- 
ficial' states should not be created, as happened in the Balkans. No force, 
either from within or from without, must be permitted to create artificial unity 
in areas where a true basis for unity does not exist." 


Dr. Sherman, who has headed the World YIICA since 1955, told the press con- 
ference that if Christian leadership is to be a factor in the “new age" in Africa, 
"we must help guide world opinion in the direction of permanent peace through the 
fearless application of just and equitable solutions to today's problems. We 
must help recondition the minds of today's youth to the elementary concept that 
all men, regardless of race, are susceptible to equal refinement and should as 


children of God make some distinctive contribution to the society of which they 


are a part." EPS, Geneva 
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Philippine Church Sends Second Missionary Couple 


(Manila) - The second Filipino missionary couple to be commissioned by the United 


Church of Christ in the Philippines will serve as fraternal workers to the Church 
of Christ in Thailand, 


Commissioned in Manila on Narch 22, the Rev. and Mrs. Melchizedek Solis will 
work on the faculty of McGilvary Theological Seminary in Chiengmai, a city in 
northern Thailand. The seminary is an institution of the Thai church, supported 
by the United Presbyterian Church USA. The couple will leave for Bangkok on 
April 1. The first Filipino missionaries, the Rev. and Mrs. Jose Estoye, were 
sent to Thailand in 1954 and are working in a rural area in Nakon Pathon,. 

BPS, Geneva 


Protestant-Catholic Relations "Thaw", Editor Says 


(New York) - Because of the menace of Communism, Roman Catholics and Protestants 
have found that “we have much in common" and the “cold war" between the two 
groups is beginning to “thaw", according to the Rev. John B. Sheerin, editor of 
"The Catholic World", speaking to students of Manhattan College's School of 
Business. 


"There are grave differences between us," he said, "and it would be fatuous 
to ignore them, but at least we can discuss our differences in the same general 
language, the language of belief in Christ as Our Lord and Saviour." He added 
that the proposed church council, called by Pope John XXIII, would be “an enter- 
prise that may prove to be the greatest single event of the century". 


Father Sheerin, an unofficial observer at the North American Faith and Order 
Conference in Oberlin, Ohio, in 1957, said that since Protestant and Catholic 
churches “have so much in common, I think it is natural that we should take an 
interest in what is going on in Protestantism", EPS, Geneva 


Four Gospels Published in Modern Russian 


(London) - The British and Foreign Bible Society has just published a modern col- 
loquial Russian translation of the four Gospels, the result of eight years of work 
by a group of Russian scholars associated with the Orthodox Institute of St. 
Sergius in Paris. 


Because the traditional Russian Bible no longer appealed to the younger gener-— 
ation of Russians, a revision committee was set up to change the old Slavic li- 
turgical forms and include accepted conclusions of modern scholars on the text of 
tne wipe. 


Heading the translation team was Bishop Cassian, who worked for long periods 
in a remote village in northern Spain. 


Copies of the documents which formed the basis of the new translations are 
being microfilmed and will be sent to Moscow for use in Russian theological cen- 
tres EPS, Geneva 


US Lutheran Church Backs Pastoral Secrecy 


(Cleveland, Ohio) - The presidents of the 32 synods of the United Lutheran Church 
in America have unanimously approved a statement saying that clergymen must not 
be compelled to disclose confidences told to them in their pastoral work. 


"A pastor of a synod of the ULCA," the statement said, "shall not be compelled 
in any court, or to any public officer, nor in any way, to reveal any confidential 
confessional matters disclosed to him in his professional capacity." 


te fh IM ¢ 
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The statement was adopted at the annual meeting of the synod presidents this 
month in Cleveland, Ohio, and will be referred to the church's convention in 1960 


for action. EPS, Geneva 


Ecumenical Women's Council for Sweden 
(Stockholm) - A Women's Ecumenical Council has been set up in Sweden. 


The new group will take over the tasks of the Christian Yomen's Coordinating 
Council and the Women's Committee of the Swedish Missionary Council. It will aim 
to strengthen unity among Christian women in Sweden and further ecumenical ef- 
forts, A programme of conferences has been outlined and includes discussion on 
religious, social and international questions. 


The new organization represents a wide spread of denominations and existing 
women's groups. Mrs. Elsa Cedergren has’ been named president and Dr. Margit 
Sahlin, a member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, vice- 
president, EPS, Geneva 


New Testament Scholar Describes Importance of "Thomas" Scrolls 


(New York) - The "Thomas" documents, containing previously unknown sayings attri- 
buted to Jesus, are of even greater significance to New Testament students than 
the famous Dead Sea Scrolls, according to a leading New Testament scholar, 


Professor Oscar Cullman, visiting professor at Union Theological Seminary, 
stressed the importance of the scrolls, discovered in Egypt in 1946, in a lecture 
last week in New York. 


The "Gospel of Thomas” is made up of many sayings of Christ which are found 
in the four Gospels of the New Testament, he said. It also contains many parables 
known from the Gospels, as well as a Series of 114 sayings and parables that have 
no parallels in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 


The "Thomas" documents were found among 44 treatises written in the Coptic 
language. They were discovered by peasants, in a jar standing in an old tomb cut 
out of limestone cliffs, in upper Egypt, about 60 miles from Luxor and were re- 
portedly written in the third or fourth century, but go back to Greek originals 
considered to be much older, 


Dr. Cullman is a professor at the University of Basel in Switzerland and the 
Sorbonne in Paris. EPS, Geneva 


Archbishop James to Be Enthroned in New York 
(Geneva) - Newly-elected Orthodox Archbishop James will be enthroned on March 31 
in the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New York as Archbishop of North and South 
America. 

Archbishop James left Geneva on March 24 where he had served for four years 
as representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople to the World 
Council of Churches. He had previously visited Istanbul before travelling to New 


York to take up his office, 


On: March 31, the day the new archbishop arrives in New fork, he will also 
celebrate a solemn Te Deum at the Archbishopric and hold a press conference. 


= 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 


 https://archive.org/details/eni-bulletin_1 959-03-26u2oni2. 
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Archbishop James will have jurisdiction over about six million Orthodox 
in Canada, the United States, Latin America, the West Indies, apan, Korea and the 
Philippines. He succeeds the late Archbishop iichael. Archbishop James is a 
member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, 


(Salisbury) - Vigorous protests against laws introduced in parliament by the govern-. 
ment of Southern Rhodesia have been launched by church leaders in Central Africa. 


Five of the leaders have protested against the Unlawful Organizations Bill, 
which provides for permanent suppression of the African National Congress in 
southern Rhodesia. They warned against "diminution of the authority of the judi- 
clary and of the accepted principles and standards of justice”. The signatories 
included the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Salisbury and the Anglican Archbishep 
of Central Africa, the Most Rev. W. J. Hughes, who also commented: “This is so 
grave a departure from the traditions of British justice that it can only be 
termed scandalous." 


Archbishop Hughes went on to say: “Any government worth its salt must not 
tolerate disorder and violence, and must make laws to prevent such things; but I 
am shocked to discover that we appear to be devoid of both statesmanship and legal 
skill; and must resort to methods characteristic of the Hitler regime." 


A second law, the Preventive Detention Bill, has been strongly criticised by 
the Bishop of Mashonaland, the Right Rev. Cecil Alderson. The bill would allow 
the government to detain people for five years without trial, subject to appeals 
to a committee of five members of parliament. Although the government denies that 
it intends to hold Mr. Guy Clutton-Brock, an imprisoned Anglican missionary worker, 
under the terms of the legislation (see BPS No. 10), the Bishop of Mashonaland 
emphasized the danger for citizens of the colony if the bill becomes law. 


The bishop supported Mr. Clutton-Brock's refusal to accept a government of- 
fer of a free passage back to England with his family if he would remain permanently 
outside the Central African Federation. He said that he was "now asked to incrim— 
inate himself on a charge of disloyalty to and subversion of his adopted land — 
not by legal trial, but by a free passage to England and a practical renunciation 
Cf hase riehts as a citizen of this colony". 


Meanwhile, Mr. Clutton-Brock has written a letter from prison to friends and 
supporters of the St. Faith's Mission Farm, where he was working. He reveals in 
the letter that papers seized by police when he was arrested included a manuscript 
in which he was outlining objections of africans in Nyasaland to the Central 
African Federation. 

The trustees of the St. Faith's project have begun preparations for the legal 
defence of Mr. Clutton-Brock and of African members of the St. Faith's staff who 
have also been placed in a detention camp. EPS, Geneva 


Ghana Called to Christian Future 

(Accra) - The Rev. Peter K. Dagadu, secretary of the Ghana Christian Council, has 
declared, in a sermon preached on the occasion of Ghana's second independence an- 
niversary, that Ghana “owes its very life to the Christian fant’ 


Speaking from I Peter 2:13: “Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord's sake", the Methodist leader reminded his congregation that "the 
duty of the Christian is not only submission to the powers that be but he has to 
pray for the powers that be that they may realize their duties and their limits 
and observe both in the fear of God". 
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"We are proud of our independence and of our headerahip of Arimicea! wii 
Dagadu said, "but if we are to carry out our mission to our brethren we must build 
our nation on the foundation which is Christ the Lord." He recalled a statement 
made to Roman Catholics in December, 1957, by Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, Ghana's prime 
minister, in which he had said "this country must develop as a Christian country". 


In the course of the sermon Mr. Dagadu estimated that the Christian comm- 
nity in Ghana now probably exceeds twenty-five per cent. 


Mr. Dagadu is a well-known spokesman from Africa in world ecumenical meet- 
ings and is a member of the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches. 
HPS, Geneva 


Layprier 


Because of the increased number of participants, the constituting assembly 
of the East Asia Christian Conference on May 14-24 has been shifted from Port 
Dickson, Malaya, to Kiala Lumpur. About 150 delegates, consultants and observers 


are expected to attend. 
* % 


Improved church attendance is reported from several dioceses in the Church of 
Norway. Bishop Bjarne Skard of Tunsberg says that improved attendance in the last 
year indicates that people feel they "cannot live on nothing". Bishop Arne 
Fjellbu of Nidaros reports striking increases in the number of young communicants. 
The diocese of Bergen also reports improvement, 


* 


"Church News from the Northern Countries', issued from Sigtuna, Sweden, com- 
ments that failure to invite English bishops to assist in the consecration of two 
new bishops in the Church of Sweden in January "was doubtless due to a wish to 
avoid making an issue of a difficult question”. The archbishop of Canterbury is 
corresponding with the Swedish Primate on problems raised about good relations be- 
tween the two churches by the decision of the Church of Sweden to permit ordina- 
tion of women to the priesthood (see EPS No. 3). 


Cite GS 


Protestant congregations in Spain have held special services of prayer for 
relief from "difficulties" and "pressures" in their predominantly Roman Catholic 
country. Prayers were also offered for all Christians in Eastern European coun- 


Tagalieshc, 
* * 


A new bill dealing with grounds for induced abortion, passed in January by 
the Norwegian parliament, omitted provisions allowing abortion on "social" grounds 
such as serious and prolonged illness, alcoholism, criminality and housing shortage. 
The deleted sections were opposed in church circles, Medical discretion is still 
granted to cover some of the grounds formerly called "social™., The consent of 
two physicians, including the medical superintendent of the hospital where the 


operation takes place, is required. 
ue a 


The Rev. D. M. Taylor of Christchurch College in Christchurch, New Zealand, 
has been named associate secretary of the Australian national Christian council, from 
June 1. A leading Anglican theologian, Nir. Taylor has been teaching in the Theo- 


logical College in Christchurch. 
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The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Rev. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, and the 
Right Rev. Arthur Lichtenberger, presiding bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the US, are among leading members of the Anglican communion who will 
attend ceremonies on April 7 to 9 marking the centenary celebration of the Nippon 
Seikokai (Holy Catholic Church in Japan). The church has 50,000 communicants. 


can Tay 


The editing of the late Bishop Bivind Berggrav's well-known Norwegian peri- 
odical "Church and Culture" has been taken over by the bishop's son, Bivind Seip 
Berggrav, a publisher, and by Dr. Arne Fjelberg. 


A 


A record response of £13,000 ($36,400) had been received by March 15 in re- 
Sponse to the New Zealand Council of Churches annual inter—church aid Christmas 
appeal. “We are confident that we will pass last year's final total of £15,600 
and approach our target of «20,000," the Rev. Alan A. Brash, council general sec- 
retary, said. 

x * 


Mr. Jacob B. Natvig, director of the Oslo Home Mission organization, has 
suggested conversations about possible union between the lutheran and Methodist 
churches in Norway. Observing that the two denominations have much in common 
doctrinally, Mr. Natvig points to the current conversations between Anglicans and 
Presbyterians in England and Scotland as an example of a useful type of approach. 

EPS, Geneva 


New Publication 
The Student World 


The Student World I, 1959, contains articles based on addresses given at the 
Theological Students' Course on “Christian Community and Sociological Communities" 
held last summer and sponsored jointly by the World's Student Christian Federa-— 
tion, publisher of the magazine, and the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council 
of Churches. 


They include “The Structure of Church and Society in the Light of the New 
Testament" by Paul S. Minear, “The Church in Society" by Wolf-Deiter Marsch, and 
"The Meaning of Decision in Contemporary Social Structure" by Norman Birnbaum. 
There is also a general evaluation of the course by J. Edward Dirks, secretary of 
the WSCF University Teachers' Committee. The works of Camus were studied at the 
course as a sub-theme, and Jean-Calude Mathieu's "Introduction to the Work of 
Camus" completes this section of the magazine. 

Also included are three articles on "The Confrontation with Judaism", a sup- 
plement to the last issue of the magazine on "Christianity and Ancient Religions": 
"The Church and Israel in Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians" by Markus Barth; 
"Dialogue Between the Church and Israel", by J. H. Grolle; and "Jews Confront 
Christianity”, by André Neher. A study guide on “The Living Church" by Hans-Ruedi 
Weber, a travel diary and a book review section complete the number, EPS, Geneva 


THE NEXT ISSUR OF THE ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE WILL APPEAR ON APRIL 10th. 
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